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Klamath River Activists Carry Message To Water Board—Again,
Call On Officials To Keep Water Clean, Negotiators Honest

The long running fight to remove four dams on the Klamath River begins still another chapter
as the California State Water Resources Control Board considers their role in the evolving
controversy in a meeting at 10 a.m. on Tuesday at the CalEPA building.

River residents, represented by local tribal members and by Klamath Riverkeeper, will be at
the session to continue their battle against the dams, the toxic pollution they cause and their
devastating effects on native fish populations.

At the same time, residents will remind officials and negotiators that any final agreement to
take dams out must be consistent with clean water laws and regulations.

The framework for dam removal mapped out by dam-owner PacifiCorp, the states of Oregon
and California and the federal government late last year proposes to remove the dams in 2020
at the earliest, and prescribes a number of measures aimed at improving water quality until
then.

However, the framework commonly referred to as the Agreement in Principle or AIP gives
parties too many rights of withdrawal, including one for PacifiCorp if the company is forced to
pay for clean water permits. The AIP also fails to specify what agency would be empowered to
implement or enforce the interim measures. And the AIP wrongly proposes to seek funds for
Klamath dam removal from California voters via a water bond this November.

The Klamath Justice Coalition is also calling for a number of other changes to the agreement,
which can be found below, or at www.klamathriver.org
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Klamath Justice Coalition
Dam Removal Agreement Demands

1.Increase the chances of dam removal by getting rid
of off-ramps.

2.Make PacifiCorp immune to dam removal and its
impacts, not impacts from the dams like toxic algae,
liver poisoning or fish Kills.

3.Add interim conditions that show good faith efforts
to comply with the Clean Water Act by taking steps
to reduce nutrient loading.

4.Empower the state water board to implement and
enforce clean water law without triggering an off-
ramp.

5.Fund dam removal without money from a California
Water Bond.

6.Include North Coast regional water board
representatives in all future negotiations to make
the agreement consistent with Klamath clean water
TMDLs.



